History & Growth of Give Kids a Smile
American Dental Association
The Give Kids a Smile name was first used by the Greater St. Louis Dental Society and area dentists
who set up a temporary full-service clinic that treated nearly 400 children over two days in February
2002. GKAS became a national program in 2003.
Since then, the program has grown each year and in its first 12 years, more than 120,000 dentist
volunteers have provided free dental services to nearly 5.3 million children in the United States.

Ohio Dental Association
In 2003, the first year of GKAS, several hundred Ohio dentists and other volunteers provided over
$200,000 in free dental services to 3,000 Ohio children. The number of volunteers and treatment value of
services to children in Ohio has increased substantially in the past 10 years.
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In 2004 and again in 2005, more than $800,000 in free dental services and educational programs
were provided each year to nearly 30,000 Ohio children. In 2006, 20,000 children were served by
more than 1,900 Ohio dentists and other volunteers at a reported dollar value of over $1,050,000.
In 2007, reported value of free dental services was in excess of $1,115,750, reaching over 23,000
Ohio children, and in 2008, despite several events that were postponed or cancelled because of
weather problems, over 17,000 Ohio children participated in GKAS programs with a reported
dollar value of more than $1,016,500.
In 2009, nearly 17,000 Ohio children participated in GKAS programs around the state with
services totaling more than $1,175,000. In 2010, 16,000 Ohio children received volunteer care in
excess of $1,200,000. The 2011 GKAS program volunteers provided free services to nearly
15,000 disadvantaged Ohio children, with a reported value of volunteer care of more than
$1,100,000 from over 2,400 dental volunteers.
In 2012, 14,000 children were seen at a volunteer care value of $1,007,366 – and in 2013, over
13,600 children received $765,455 in free dental services from Ohio dentists and other
volunteers.
Although events are still ongoing for the 2014 GKAS Ohio programs, nearly 13,000 Ohio children
have received free dental services at a volunteer value of more than $748,000 through March
2014.

In the first 12 years of GKAS, Ohio dental volunteers have provided more than $11,000,000 in free
dental services to over 207,000 children in need!

National Recognition
In November 2013, the Ohio Dental Association’s Give Kids a Smile program received the national Smile
Champion 2013 Award from the American Dental Association Foundation.

Financial Impact of Give Kids a Smile
In addition to the volunteer efforts of the dentists and other dental professionals, there are significant inkind donations made by dental clinics, dental schools, and dental offices which lose revenue for the day
that the facility is doing only volunteer work. These sites still pay overhead for their office and salaries for
staff that are integral to the success of their event. Sponsors also support GKAS Day programs at the
local, state and national levels.

