Many children and adults lack access to dental care, which is a critical component in
achieving good oral health. Members of the Ohio Dental Association respond to this
need through Give Kids a Smile and other access to care programs.
Since 2003, Ohio dentists and other volunteers have given more than $10,000,000
in free dental services to over 193,700 Ohio children through Give Kids a Smile!

Biting facts
• Dental care is the number one unmet need of Ohio children and low-income
adults. (Ohio Dept. of Health report, Oral Health Isn’t Optional, 2011)
• Twenty-six percent of Ohio third graders from low income families have untreated cavities and 17 percent say they have toothaches. In Ohio’s Appalachian
counties, 27 percent of the third graders have untreated cavities. (ODH report, Oral
Health Isn’t Optional, 2011)
• More than 51 million school hours are lost each year to dental-related illness.
(Oral Health in America: A Report of the U.S. Surgeon General, 2003)
• For children, untreated cavities can cause pain, dysfunction, school absences,
difficulty concentrating and poor appearance — problems that greatly affect
a child’s quality of life and ability to succeed. (Preventing Cavities, Gum Disease,
Tooth Loss and Oral Cancers, Centers for Disease Control 2011)
• Tooth decay affects more than one-fourth of U.S.
children aged 2-5 years and half of those aged 12-15
years. (Preventing Cavities ... CDC, 2011)
• Tooth decay is the most common chronic disease among
children, occurring at five times the rate of asthma
and seven times that of hay fever. (Oral Health in
America: A Report of the U.S. Surgeon General, 2003)
• Three times as many children aged 6-11 (12 percent) from families with incomes below the federal
poverty line had untreated tooth decay, compared
with children from families with incomes above the poverty line (4 percent), 2007 Report: Trends in Oral Health
Status. (www.cdc.gov)
• More than 16 million children have tooth decay and unlike a cold, tooth decay does not go away; it only gets
worse. (American Dental Association)

To learn more, call the
Ohio Dental Association
at (614) 486-2700
www.oda.org

